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Alcohol played an important role in the life of medieval Rus". This is
especially evident in the example of the influence of alcoholic beverages
on the course of military campaigns in the lands of Rus’ in the 11th and
12th centuries. The first known example of such influence took place
during the Battle of Lyubech between the armies of the Prince of Kyiv
Sviatopolk and the Prince of Novgorod Yaroslav in the autumn of 1016.
It is clear from the sources that one of the reasons for Sviatopolk's defeat
was a feast organized by him on the eve of the battle, which lasted all
night. This was taken advantage of by his opponents, who secretly
crossed the Dnieper, attacked Sviatopolk's troops at dawn and defeated
them. The next mention of alcohol in connection with the campaigns of
the princes of Rus’ dates back to 1111. In that year, a great campaign
of Russian troops against the Cumans (Polovtsi) took place. When the
Russian troops reached the Cuman town of Sharukan, the inhabitants did
not resist and preferred to reward the attackers with rich gifts, including
wine. These were the gifts that saved Sharukan from destruction by the
Russian troops. The next messages about the influence of alcohol on the
course of campaigns in Rus® can be found in Russian annals describing
the events of 1151-1152. All these events were part of the great war for
Kyiv, fought by various coalitions of Russian princes. In the spring of
1151, alcohol was the reason why the Prince of Bilhorod Boris Yurievich
failed to defend his city and had to flee to Kyiv. This, in turn, put his father,
the Prince of Kyiv Yuri Vladimirovich, in a difficult position and forced
him to retreat before the troops of Izyaslav Mstislavovich and leave the
capital of Rus® without a fight. At the end of the spring of the same year,
alcohol was the reason for the great defeat of the Hungarian troops in the
Battle of Sapogyn. The Prince of Halych Volodymyr Volodarevich took
advantage of the drunkness of the Hungarians to deal them a sudden blow
and completely defeat the Hungarian troops. It is not excluded that alcohol
also played some role in the campaigns of the Hungarian and Kyivan
troops against the Prince of Halych Volodymyr Volodarevich in 1152 and
in the campaign of the Prince of Novgorod-Seversky Igor Svyatoslavovich
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Alcohol played an important role in the life of medieval Europe and often directly
influenced the development and course of historical events. Medieval Rus’ was
no exception in this respect. This is particularly evident in the example of the
influence of alcoholic beverages on the course of military campaigns in Rus’ in
the 11th and 12th centuries.

The first known example of such an influence dates back to 1016, when an
internal war was raging in Rus’. It broke out between the sons of the Prince
of Kyiv Vladimir Svyatoslavovich in 1015 and lasted until 1026." One of the
episodes of this war was the Battle of Lyubech,” which took place in the late
autumn or early winter of 1016. According to the Russian annals, the main
struggle was between two brothers — the Prince of Kyiv Sviatopolk and the
Prince of Novgorod Yaroslav. At the end of summer or the beginning of autumn
1016, the armies of Sviatopolk and Yaroslav faced each other on both banks
of the Dnieper near the town of Lyubech. As the forces were approximately
equal, neither of the princes dared to cross the Dnieper and attack the enemy.
It is known from the chronicle that such a situation lasted long enough — the
opponents faced each other for 3 months, until the onset of frost, that is, until late
autumn — early winter.’ It is not known how long such a state of affairs would
have lasted if one of the commanders* of Sviatopolk had not deliberately begun to

1 On the struggle of Vladimir's sons for the Kyivan throne see: POPPE. Spuscizna po Wtodzi-
mierzu Wielkiem. Walka o tron kijowski 1015-1019. In Kwartalnik Historyczny, 1995, vol.
102, no. 3-4, p. 3-22; I'OJIOBKO. 3 ictopii MixkkHs3iBchkoi BiitHu 1015-1019 pp. Ha Pyci.
In Vkpaina 6 L{lenmpanvno-Cxioniti €sponi: Cmydii 3 icmopii XI-XVIII cmonimw, 2000, no.
1, p. 38-49; MUXEEB. “Cssmononxv craoe ¢ Kueers no omyu”: ycoouya 1015-1019 20006
6 OpesHepycckux u ckanounasckux ucmounukax. Mocksa 2009. The alternative version of
the events is described in: UJIbUH. Jlemonucnas cmameos 6523 200a u ee ucmounux (onvim
ananuza). Mocksa 1957.

2 Lyubech is a medieval Russian town on the left bank of the Dnieper in the Chernihiv land.
Nowadays, it is a town in Chernihiv Oblast, Ukraine. CTPUXAK, ed. Emumonozciunuii
COBHUK Aimonuchux eeoepagiunux nase Ilisoennoi Pyci. Kuis 1985, p. 86.

3 JlaBpentweBckas neronuck. In [lornoe Cobpanue Pycckux Jlemonuceii. Vol. 1. Jlennnrpan
1926, p. 141-142; NUnareeBckas netonucsk. In Ilornoe Cobpanue Pycckux Jlemonucei. Vol.
2. Cankr-IlerepOypr 1908, p. 129; Hoseopoockas nepsasa nemonuce cmapuie2o u Maaouie2o
u360006. Ed. and introduction by A. H. Hacono. Mockaa; Jlenunrpazn 1950, p. 175.

4 The Novgorodian edition of the Primary Chronicle contains the nickname of this voivode —
Volchiy Hvost (Boruuii Xeocm). Hoszopodckas nepsas nemonucs, p. 175. Such a historical per-
son indeed existed and is known from other fragments of the Chronicle. See: JlaBpeHThEBCKAS
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provoke the Novgorodians to fight. According to the Primary Chronicle, he rode
along the Dnieper on horseback and insulted the Novgorodians who formed the
bulk of Yaroslav's forces as carpenters rather than warriors. The Hypatian and
Laurentian editions of the Primary Chronicle report that the Novgorodians did
not tolerate such a mockery and forced Yaroslav to take action.” The Novgorod
edition of the chronicle presents this event somewhat different. It tells that it was
Yaroslav who took advantage of a favourable moment to lead his troops into an
attack.® According to the further description of events, Yaroslav's troops crossed
the Dnieper at dawn of the next day, attacked Sviatopolk's forces and inflicted
a complete defeat on them.” This victory was of great importance for Yaroslav
and enabled him not only to defeat his main rival but also to ascend the throne
of Kyiv.

It is known from the annals that one of the reasons for Sviatopolk's defeat
was the division of his forces. The main part of the princely squad was located
between two lakes. On the one hand, these lakes served as a good defence against
possible flank attacks by Yaroslav. On the other hand, they deprived Sviatopolk's
troops of the possibility to manoeuvre. Moreover, the cavalry of the Pechenegs,
who were Sviatopolk's allies in this battle, were positioned on the other side of
one of the lakes and therefore could not help the Prince of Kyiv in time. But the
decisive factor leading to Sviatopolk's defeat was that the troops of the Prince of
Novgorod managed to secretly cross the Dnieper and catch their enemies. This
was the main reason for their victory.

How could Yaroslav's troops cross such a large river as the Dnieper unnoticed
and suddenly attack Sviatopolk's forces? The answer to this question is given by
the Hypatian and Laurentian editions of the Primary Chronicle. They directly
point out that after the incident on the banks of the Dnieper with the participation
of the voivode of Sviatopolk, the prince showed complete carelessness and
arranged a feast for his retinue that lasted all night: “CTonosks cTomIne Mexu
nebma wsepoma . u BCro Homb b 0b ¢ ApyxkuHoto cBoero.””® The Hypatian

neronuck, p. 84; WnarseBckas neronucs, p. 71; Hoseopodckas nepsas nemonucs, p. 131,
530. However, it is difficult to say whether Volchiy Hvost actually took part in the Battle of
Lubech, as other editions of the Chronicle say nothing about him.

5 UnarbeBckas JeTonuch, p. 129; JlaBpeHtseBckast jgertonuch, p. 141. The same description of
the events can be found in the Radziwill Chronicle. Pan3uBnnosckas neronucs. In ITonnoe
Cobpanue Pycckux Jlemonucei. Vol. 38. Eds. M. JI. [Ipucenkos and others. Jlenunrpazn 1989,
p. 62.

6  Hoseopoockas nepeas niemonucw, p. 175.

7  UnareeBckas netonuck, p. 129; JlaBpeHTheBcKas JeTonuck, p. 141; Hoszopoockasa nepsas
nemonucsw, p. 175; Pan3uBuioBckas JIE€TONUCH, p. 62.

8  JlaBpeHTbeBcKas yieTonucs, p. 141; Paja3uBuiioBckas J1eTOnuch, p. 62.
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editions even emphasises that the prince and his entourage were very drunk:
“oymuBbCA ¢ ApyxuHOI0 cBoero”.? Taking into account such messages of the
chronicler, one cannot doubt that it was Sviatopolk’s carelessness and too much
alcohol that led to the defeat of the Prince of Kyiv.

The Novgorod edition of the chronicle presents the events in a slightly
different way. Despite the fact that it says nothing about the feast arranged by
Sviatopolk, the Chronicle also pays great attention to alcohol, although in a
different context. According to the Novgorod chronicler, Yaroslav had an ally
in Sviatopolk's entourage. On the eve of the battle, the Prince of Novgorod sent
his soldier to him with the words “4To TbI TOMY BENHIIb TBOPUTH; MEAY MaJo
BapeHo,!® a apyxwunel Muoro”,'! and the soldier replied: “ma are meny maro,
a npyxun’b mHoro, na k Beuepy maru”.'” The exchange of such words can be
understood as a hidden question by the Prince of Kyiv about the possible time of
the attack and an overt indication by his supporter in Sviatopolk's entourage that
such a time would come in the evening or at night.

Despite certain differences in the description of the Battle of Lyubech
in Russian annals, each of them mentions alcohol as one of the reasons for
Sviatopolk's defeat. Contemporary historians also do not question the possibility
that Sviatopolk organised a feast for his squad that lasted all night and eventually
led to the prince’s defeat and Yaroslav's victory.'?

Another interesting mention of alcohol can be found in connection with
a military campaign of the Russian princes in 1111. At the beginning of that
year, an assembly of the Russian princes was held near Lake Dolob in the
Kyivan land. It was decided to organise a large campaign against the Cumans
(Polovtsians) there. The campaign itself began in the late winter of 1111, and
almost all the Southern Russian princes took part in it. The allies had passed
about 500 km through the steppe to the Siverskyy Donets River and approached
the Cuman town of Sharukan in the second half of March.'* According to the

9  HMmnareeBckas J1e€TONHCS, p. 129.

10 By words “medy mano éapeno” one should understand a honey drink.

11 Hoseopodckas nepeas nemonucsw, p. 175. Yaroslav's words can testify that the prince decided
to attack Svyatopolk as his troops were running out of supplies, including drinks.

12 Ibidem. The answer of Yaroslav's supporter meant that they should have attacked on the
coming night.

13 See, for example: MUXEEB, “Csamonoaxs creoe ¢ Kuesrs no omyu”, p. 38-39; APICTOB.
Jlrobenpka OutBa 1016 p. B paHHBOMY JdiTomucaHHI (70 Auckycii HaBkono imei O. O.
axmarosa). In YVxpaincexuii icmopuunuii srcypunan, 2013, no 1, p. 159.

14 Sharukan is a Cuman settlement located near the Siverskyy Donets River in the territory
of modern Kharkiv Oblast in Ukraine. Its exact location is not known. See: BYBEHOK.
[lapykanb, CyrpoB, bamun — mnocejgeHHs TOPOACKOTO THUIIA Ha IOJIOBEIKO-PYCCKOM
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Primary Chronicle, the Russian troops were preparing to start a battle against the
Cumans and assault the town: “wOonnuniaca Bo Opont . ¥ MOIKM U3pAIHILA . U
nouyomia ko rpaf lapykanio”."* But the nomads did not resist. Moreover, when
the Russian troops reached the town, the inhabitants met them with rich gifts,
including wine: “Bplnoma U3 ropoja . M MOKJIOHUIIACA KHA3EMb PyCKbIMB . U
BbIHECOIIa peIObI ¥ BHHO™.' Obviously, the refusal of resistance and the rich gifts
of the Cumans saved Sharukan and the Russian princes did not burn it down,
but limited themselves to imposing some tribute on the settlement. Additional
evidence for this assumption is the fact that, unlike Sharukan, other Cuman
settlements, such as Sugrov!” which was situated nearby, were conquered and
burnt down by the Russian troops. '

In the above-mentioned chronicle describing the Russian campaign against
the Cumans, there is another important point that attracts the reader’s attention.
The chronicler points out that the inhabitants of Sharukan gave wine ( “suno”
to the Russian princes. It is not clear whether the Russian author meant wine or
some other, local, alcoholic drink. Taking into consideration that the chronicler
himself hardly took part in the campaign and described the events on the basis
of other people’s words, he simply could not go into detail and limit his message
to the word wine (“suno ) as a term for any local drink with which the Russian
princes were treated by the Cumans. But if the message is really about wine, a
number of important questions arise. How and from where could wine appear
in Sharukan? Was it imported from Byzantium or from other countries? In what
quantities did the nomads import wine and what did they use it for? The answers
to all these questions are still to be given by researchers.

Next messages about the influence of alcohol on the course of military action
in Rus’ can be found in Russian sources describing the events of 1151-1152.
All these events were a part of the great war for Kyiv, which by this time had
already been fighting by two coalitions of Russian princes. The first coalition
consisted of the Prince of Pereyaslav and Vladimir Izyaslav Mstislavovich and
the Prince of Smolensk Rostislav Mstislavovich, as well as their sons and the

norpannybe. In Bocmounas Eépona 6 opesnocmu u cpeonesexogve. XXXI Umenus namamu
ynena-koppecnonoenma AH CCCP B. T. [lawymo: Pannue smanwt ypoanusayuu. Mocksa
2019, p. 29-30.

15 HWnareeBckas JIETOMUCH, p. 266.

16 Ibidem.

17 Sugrov is a Cuman settlement located near Sharukan on the Siverskyy Donets River in the ter-
ritory of modern Kharkiv Oblast in Ukraine. Its exact location is not known. See: BYBEHOK,
[apyxans, Cyrpos, banum, p. 30.

18 HnarbeBckas neromuch, p. 266. For more detail on this campaign, see: TIJIETHEBA.
Tonosywvr. Mocksa 1990, p. 60.
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Prince of Dorohobuzh Vladimir Andreevich. The second coalition included the
Prince of Vladimir-Suzdal Yuri Vladimirovich, the Prince of Halych Volodymyr
Volodarovych and the Olgovichs, who ruled in the land of Chernihiv. The war
for Kyiv continued with varying success, and neither side managed to achieve
a decisive victory. In the spring of 1151, the prince Izyaslav Mstislavovich took
the initiative. Enlisting the help of the Hungarian king Geysa II, he organised
a great campaign to Kyiv. Vladimir Mstislavovich, the younger brother of
Izyaslav, was sent in vanguard of the Volhynian and the Hungarian troops.
His task was to capture Bilhorod which lied on their way to Kyiv.! Izyaslav
allocated considerable forces to Vladimir as he expected active resistance of
the Prince of Bilhorod Boris Yurievich, who was the son of the Prince of Kyiv
Yuriy Vladimirovich. But when Vladimir approached Bilhorod, it turned out
that the city was absolutely not ready for defence. The city gates were open,
the drawbridge was not raised, and the prince himself, instead of preparing
his troops for the battle, was feasting with his entourage and the local clergy:
“nplamiets B bbirbroponh . Ha chHBIUIM . Cb APYKXUHOK CBOKIO M C IOIBI
bbioropoascksivu™.?® This carelessness cost both Boris and his father, Yuri,
a lot. Boris himself barely managed to escape from the city and would have
been captured by his enemies if he had not been saved by a local mytnik,*' who
managed to raise the bridge over the River Irpen” and thus prevent Boris from
being persecuted: “made 6b1 HE MBITHHKD . OYCTEPETTh U MOCTA HE TIEpEMETaTb
. TO fasti Ob1ma”.?> But although the prince himself was saved, Bilhorod, which
was perfectly fortified and more than once withstood long sieges,” turned out to
be an easy prey for the Volhynian troops. The quick capture of Bilhorod, in turn,
led to the fact that Yuri Vladimirovich did not have enough time to organise the

19 Bilhorod is one of the most important towns of the Kyivan land in the 11th — the first half of
the 13th centuries. Nowadays, this is the village of Bilohorodka, Buchanskiy district, Kyiv
Oblast in Ukraine. CTPUXAK, ed. Emumonoeiunuii cnosuux, p. 27-28.

20 HMnarbeBcKas IETOMUCH, p. 415. On the timing of these events, see: BEPEXXKOB. Xpononoaus
pycckozo nemonucanusi. Mocksa 1963, p. 151. Because of the brevity of the annalistic messa-
ge it is impossible to determine what drinks Boris and his guests drank.

21 Mpytnik was a position in a princely court, a man who dealt with trade matters, was responsible
for tax collection and monitored the condition of important road facilities such as bridges.
See: NAGIRNYY. Urzednicy ziemi kijowskiej od drugiej potowy XI do pierwszej potowy XIII
wieku. Studium prozopograficzne. Krakow 2021, p. 75.

22 HnareeBcKas JIE€TOMHCH, p. 415.

23 Theunsuccessful sieges of Bilhorod by the troops of Yuri Vladimirovich in 1151 or by Izyaslav
Davidovichin 1158 and in 1161 can be the examples. narseBckas sietonucs, p. 433, 500-502,
516-518; JlaBpeHTheBCKas JieTOMUCh, p. 332. See also: KOTBIIIEB. Benropon kueBckuii B
XI-XII BB. In Becmnux Canxm-Ilemepbypeckoco cocydapcmsennozo ynusepcumema. Cepusi
2. ucmopusi, A3bIKO3HaAKUe, Tumepamyposederue, 1998, no 3 (16), p. 26-27.
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defence of Kyiv and had to leave the city. Izyaslav Mstislavovich and his allies
easily entered the capital of Rus’.*

The context of the chronicle message leaves no doubt that the rapid capture
of Bilhorod and the subsequent occupation of Kyiv was unexpected both for
Izyaslav Mstislavovich and for his enemies — Yuri Vladimirovich and his allies.
Izyaslav celebrated his bloodless victory by organising a great feast in Kyiv.
His Hungarian allies were invited to it too. The latter even organised a jousting
tournament, which made a strong impression on the local population.?® The ally
of Yuri Vladimirovich, the Prince of Halych Volodymyr Volodarevich, in his
turn was so surprised and disappointed by Boris® and Yuri's mistakes and their
irresponsibility in the organisation of the defence of Bilhorod and Kyiv*® that
he refused to further participate in the campaign and recalled his troops back
to the Galician land: “wie Tako KHXHTE Cb CBOUMb WIIMb a npasute camu’.?’
But who knows how everything would have worked out and how successful
this campaign of Izyaslav would have been, if Boris Yurievich had not preferred
alcohol to his direct duties and properly prepared Bilhorod for the defence.

At the very end of the spring of the same year another important event in
which alcohol played a key role took place. After the above-mentioned capture
of Kyiv by Izyaslav Mstislavovich and the expulsion of Yuri Vladimirovich from
the capital of Rus’, the latter did not give up his claims to the Kyivan throne.
In April 1151, at the head of a large army he tried to regain Kyiv. Volodymyr
Volodarevich went to help him from the Galician land. Izyaslav Mstislavovich,
in turn, appealed to the Hungarian king Geysa Il for help and moved to meet
Yuri. Both armies met in May of 1151 on the plain of Perepetovo, located at the
Ruth River near the town of Vasyliv in the Kyivan land. Trying to prevent the
unification of Yuri with the Prince of Halych Volodymyr Volodarevich, Izyaslav
Mstislavovich attacked Yuri's troops and already at the beginning of the battle
managed to seize the initiative. This brought him victory and led to another
defeat of Yuri Vladimirovich.*

Soon after the defeat of Yuri Vladimirovich in the Battle of the Rut River,
the important events took place in the Galician land. At the end of May the
Hungarian troops, which were led by Mstislav Izyaslavovich to help his father,
crossed the Carpathians and invaded the Galician land. Having received

24 narbeBcKas JETOMHCH, p. 415-416.

25 Ibidem, p. 416.

26 Ibidem.

27 Ibidem, p. 417; BOUTOBUY. [anuu y nonimuunomy scummi €sponu XI-XIV cmonimo.
JIsBiB 2014, p. 156.

28 MWnarbeBckas neronucsk, p. 433-439.
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the news of Yuri's defeat and the attack of the Hungarian troops, Volodymyr
Volodarevich stopped his campaign to Kyiv and quickly marched back to his
possessions. At the same time, the Hungarian troops camped near Sapogyn?®
located on banks of the River Horyn. According to the Kyivan chronicler, during
this stop near Sapogyn, the envoys from the Prince of Dorohobuzh Vladimir
Andreyevich arrived to Mstislav and the Hungarians and brought them rich
treats, including many alcoholic drinks: “Bbicnans emy Oamers Bomogumeps
AnnpbeBud nutee u3 Jloporodyxa muHoro u Oyrpoms”.*” They also brought
the news that the Prince of Halych had interrupted his campaign against Kyiv
and was going to meet Mstislav and the Hungarians.’! According to the context
of the chronicle, Mstislav told this important news to his allies in the midst of
the feast when the Hungarian commanders had already been drunk: “moroms
nosbaa emy Bonmogumeps . uaeT ta Bonomumeps [anmubckun MbcTucnaBy xe
nbroun co Oyrpsl . u nosbaa ums . uaeT Bononumeps [anumubckbiu mo Hac”.*?
Obviously, this can explain the fact that the Hungarians did not take the news
seriously. Being confident in their victory, they continued the feast at which they
were boasting that they would easily defeat Volodymyr's troops: “Oyrpe xe
NblAHY BEJINYAXYCA PEKYIIE WKe Ha Hb1 MPUACT a Mbl CA C HUM ObeMb.
Further development of the events indicates that the Galician prince knew well
what was going on in the Hungarian camp. Taking advantage of his opponents’
carelessness, he attacked the drunk Hungarians under the cover of night. It is
interesting that Volodymyr Volodarevich attacked not Mstislav Izyaslavovich's
squad, but the Hungarian troops. This further supports the fact that the prince
knew that the Hungarians were not able to resist. The chronicler directly points

29 Sapogyn is a medieval Russian town on the Horyn River on the border of the Galician and
Volhynian lands. Nowadays, it is the village Sapogyn in Rivne district of Rivne Oblast in
Ukraine. CTPUXKAK, ed. Emumonozciunuii cnognux, p. 129-130.

30 HnarbeBckas JeTomuck, p. 442. The annalistic report does not indicate what kind of drinks
Vladimir Andreevich sent to Mstislav and the Hungarians. One can assume that these were
drinks made of honey which were widespread in Rus" at that time. On the popularity of honey
drinks at the courts of Russian princes see: Ibidem, p. 334; MADEIJ. Co pito na ruskich dwo-
rach ksigzgcych w X — XII wieku? In NAGIRNYY, ed. Rurikids in dynastic relations: politics,
customs, culture, religion (10th — 16th c.). Publication after 4th International Conference,
Mogilno, 14th — 16th November, 2013. Krakow 2014, p. 139-140.

31 The Ukrainian researcher Leontiy Voytovych admitted that the Prince of Dorohobuzh Vla-
dimir Andreyevich could have acted in alliance with the Galician prince Volodymyr Voloda-
revich and deliberately got the Hungarians drunk. See: BOMTOBUY, [anuy y noximuunomy
acummi €eponu, p. 156. However, the author of this article thinks that such an assumption has
no sufficient evidence in the sources.

32 HmnareeBcKas JIE€TOMHCS, p. 442.

33 Ibidem, p. 442.
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out that the Hungarian soldiers were so drunk that Mstislav not only failed to
prepare them for the battle, but he could not even wake up the Hungarians:
“MbCcTHCTaBh K€ Chb JIPYKHHOIO Bchbab Ha koHM . m Haya Oymutu Oyrpsbl .
Oyrpe *e JeKaxyTh MbAHH KO MPTBH M OBIC MPOTUBY cBbTY . M oynapu Ha
HuX Bonmomumeps [anmmubsckbin.”* By dawn everything had been over — the
Hungarians were completely defeated. Almost all of them were killed by the
Galicians, and only a small part of the Hungarians were taken prisoners: “n mano
uX n3oumaina Bcu u3duma”.*> Only Mstislav managed to escape. With part of his
squad he fled to Lutsk. The complete defeat of the drunken Hungarians at Sapogyn
made such a strong impression in Kyiv that Izyaslav Mstislavovich commented
on it with a proverb that was well known in Rus’: “ne uneT mbcro (co) kb ronosh
. Ho ronoBa k Mbety”.*° This meant that only responsible and experienced people,
who would not have allowed such situations to occur, should be appointed to
important government posts.

The defeat at Sapogyn was very painful for both Izyaslav Mstislavovich and
Geysa II. Both rulers wanted revenge.’’” Next year they gathered large forces
and organised a new campaign to the Galician land. To prevent a recurrence of
the situation of the previous year, in 1152 Geysa Il and Izyaslav Mstislavovich
personally led the Hungarian and Russian troops. The allies met near Peremyshl
and despite the active resistance of Volodymyr Volodarevich, managed to inflict
a significant defeat on him in the Battle of the San River. The prince lost the
main part of his troops and had to flee to Peremyshl.*® Because of the great
losses the city had no one to defend and it should have become an easy prey for
Geysa Il and Izyaslav. But here, as one can assume on the basis of the context of
the chronicle, the alcohol factor influenced the development of events one more
time. The chronicler says that the Hungarian and Russian troops did not capture
Peremyshl because they rushed to rob the Volodymyr Volodarevich's residence
and court, which were located in the meadow in front of the city. He also notes
that there were a lot of various goods in the Volodymyr's residence: “wxe O0Ame
JBOP® . KHXb BHb Topojia . Ha y3h Haxs phroro Hags CaHoMb . 1 Ty 6b ToBap®h

34 Ibidem, p. 442. The later chronicles also tell that the Hungarians were drunk: MockoBckuit
netonucHbIi cBox kKoHIa XV B. In [lonnoe Cobpanue Pycckux Jlemonuceii, vol. 25. Mocksa;
Jlenunrpaz 1949, p. 54; Jleronucs no Bockpecerckomy ciucky. In /1oinoe Cobpanue Pycckux
Jlemonuceii, vol. 7. Cankrt-IlerepOypr 1856, p. 55; I'ycteiackas neronucsk. [Ipubasnenue kb
HWmnariesckoii neronucu. In I1lonnoe Cobpanue Pycckux Jlemonuceil, vol. 2. Cankt-IlerepOypr
1843, p. 301.

35 HnareeBckas JIETOIUCH, p. 442.

36 Ibidem, p. 442.

37 Ibidem, p. 442, 444-445.

38 Ibidem, p. 446-449; JlaBpeHThEBCKAs JICTOMUCH, P. 336-337.
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B HEMb MHOT'B . U TaMoO HapuHymiac Bcu Bob”.*? One can assume that there were
also considerable stocks of alcoholic beverages there.* It is likely that it was
their consumption that prevented the soldiers of Geysa Il and Izyaslav from
further pursuit of Volodymyr Volodarevich and from storming Peremyshl.*' This
eventually saved the Prince of Halych, who managed to corrupt the Hungarian
king's entourage, including the archbishop of Esztergom, to make peace and
keep all his possessions.**

In conclusion, it is worth mentioning another event from the second half of
the twelfth century in which alcoholic beverages could also play a significant
role. It is about the notorious campaign of the Prince of Novgorod-Seversky Igor
Svyatoslavovich against the Cumans in 1185. It was described in great detail both
in Russian chronicles and in the Tale of Igor's Campaign.* From these sources
it is known that Igor Svyatoslavovich organised his campaign independently
from the Prince of Kyiv Svyatoslav Vsevolodovich and other Russian princes.
Only his sons, his brother Vsevolod Svyatoslavovich of Trubech, and Svyatoslav
Olgovich of Rylsk, as well as the Prince of Chernihiv Yaroslav Vsevolodovich,
who sent an auxiliary detachment, helped the Prince of Novgorod-Seversky. It
should be emphasised that the sources do not mention alcohol directly while
describing this campaign. But one interesting fragment from the Laurentian
Codex attracts the reader’s attention. The chronicler says that at the beginning of

39 HnarbeBcKas JETONHCE, p. 449.

40 This conclusion is based on the chronicler's report dated back to 1146. It tells that 500 barrels
of drinking honey and 80 barrels of wine were stored in the residence of the Prince of Kyiv
Igor Olgovich. Ibidem, p. 334. As an supporting argument, one can also cite the presence of
significant stocks of alcohol in the residence of the Prince of Vladimir-Suzdal Andrei Yurie-
vich in Bogolyubovo in 1175. Ibidem, p. 586. It is quite logical to assume that there were
considerable stocks of alcoholic beverages in Volodymyr Volodarevich's residence too.

41 A similar situation took place in the spring of 1230, when during the campaign to Halych
the Daniel Romanovich's troops captured the court of the boyar Sudislav, where they found
a lot of supplies, including alcoholic beverages, and got drunk. As a result, Daniel failed
to capture the city at once and had to start a long siege of Halych: “/lanmns xe B3A ABOPH
Coyauciasib . MKOXE BUHO U BOIIA U KOPMA . ¥ KONUH . ¥ CTPhiIb . IPUCTPaHBHO BUAUTH .
HOTOM ke J[aHWITh . BUAMBB JIFOAHM CBOM@ . KO HCITHJIMCA . HE XOTh cTaTn Bb ropona HO uie
Ha MHOY cTpaHoy JIubCrpa.” NnarbeBckast netonuck, p. 758. See also: NAGIRNYI. Polityka
zagraniczna ksiestw ziem halickiej i wolynskiej w latach 1198(1199) — 1264. Krakéw 2011,
p. 196-197.

42 See: T'PYUIEBCBbKUWMN. Icmopis Vipainu-Pycu. vol. 2. Kuiz 1992, p. 430-431;
KPUIT’ AKEBWY. [ anuysko-Boruncoke kuasiecmeo. Kuis 1984, p. 75-76.

43  UnarbeBckas JETOMHCH, p. 637-644; JlaBpeHThEBCKas JIETOMUCH, p. 397-39; Pan3uBunoBckas
neromuch, p. 151-152; AJIPUAHOBA-IIEPETL, ed. Croso o nonxy Heopese. Mocksa,
Jlernnrpan 1950, p. 9-32. See also: DIMNIK. The dynasty of Chernigov, 1146—1246.
Cambridge 2003, p. 163-181.
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the campaign the Russian troops were able to gain the victory over the Cuman
troops and even assault their camp and take prisoners. After this success, the
princes gave their troops a three-day rest, and the victory was celebrated with
a feast: “Becenaca”.* It cannot be excluded that the initial success turned the
feasting Russian princes’ heads and they, like the Hungarians in 1151, began to
boast that they would easily defeat their opponents: “a pekymie OpaTma [...] Mb1 B
3eMJIH UX IECMB1 . U caMbXb N30MIIM @ KEHb! UX MOJIOHEHB! . M IbTH Oy HACh . a
Houb mouemMsb 1Mo HUX 3a JIOH® . U 10 KOHIIA H30beMB UXB™.* It is quite possible
that this factor did not allow Igor and his allies to assess the situation and the
strength of the enemy. As a result, the Russian princes fell into the trap set by the
Cumans and suffered a heavy defeat.

It is interesting to note that it was alcoholic beverages that helped Igor
Svyatoslavovich escape from the Cuman captivity into which he had fallen after
his defeat by the nomads. According to the author of the Kyivan chronicle, Igor
could walk around the Cuman camp, but in order to prevent his escape, twenty
noble Cumans were assigned to guard him.* Nevertheless, the prince was able
to wait for the moment when his guards got drunk on kumis*” and let their guard
down: “TlonoBim . HammimucA 0AXOoyTh Koymbiza.”*® Taking advantage of this
moment, [gor managed to escape from captivity and return to Rus" after eleven
days of wandering.*

To summarise, one should point out that the sources contain a lot of
interesting data on the influence of alcohol on a course of military campaigns of
the Russian princes. This is especially evident in the example of the defeat of the
Prince of Kyiv Svyatopolk from the troops of the Prince of Novgorod Yaroslav
Vladimirovich in the battle of Lyubech in the autumn of 1016, as well as in the
example of the Russian campaign against the Cumans in 1111 or the campaigns
of 1151, when alcohol had a direct influence on the capture of Bilhorod by the
troops of Izyaslav Mstislavovich or on the defeat of the Hungarians at Sapogyn.
It is possible that alcohol also played a role in the campaigns of Hungarian and
Kyivan troops against the Prince of Halych Volodymyr Volodarevich in 1152 and

44  JlaBpeHTheBcKas jeTonuck, p. 397. Unlike the Laurentian Codex, the Kyivan Chronicle says
nothing about a possible feast of the Russian princes after the first victory over the Cumans.
See: MnarbeBckas aeTonucs, p. 640.

45 JlaBpeHTtbeBckas getonucs, p. 397; DIMNIK, The dynasty of Chernigov, p. 169.

46 UnarbeBckas JETOMUCH, p. 649-650.

47 Kumis is a low-alcohol drink made from the milk of a mare and spread among the nomads of
Asia and the Northern Black Sea region.

48 HmnarbeBcKas JETOMUCH, p. 651.

49 Ibidem.
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during the campaign of the Prince of Novgorod-Seversky Igor Svyatoslavovich
against the Cumans in 1185.
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